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GROUND THEWHIST TABLE.

B -, 0p jh XASTJtnx ata xc naa
Wk rot tub ouallexok xuuvitr.
Hi m .uCeeveatlaae ' Common.

H Illastrntloa of the Invitation
txH r ,h" Perception Prob.
sH Whlel Club's Fins Hew Home.t

M .i no" definltel sattled that tbo Eastern
H of matches (or the ohallonge trophy wtll

j"n Feb. 13. and t WhlstClubof Now York

H .t'lU the last challenger. TheSus Is Indebted
1H u President Harnev for tho following officialI taformstlon with regatd to the matches and the

H idlotr moetlng: Whon New York was
H Kbul'1"1 t ',By 0n leDl ' td8 P,lor

B hllenn ' lh8 NbW Je"r Whlit Club
D 111 been overlooked. It appears that when
H tl clnb forftllt'1 ,UB match, to New

Yo'lt '"' Octubcr, It did so with the under- -

H lU0jii( tlmt It ahould take Its place at the
H bottom of the list as a new challenger. This
H mm H precedence over New York, as tho latter
H etulleneed after the Nnrragansett match, a
H tk liter. The dates now aret Columbia
H Athletic Clnb, yesterday: New Jersey Whist
H Clab. next Saturday: New York Whist Club.
H Jiti.13. and the rutdwlntor meeting between
H lbs Ent ana the West, Feb. 30. This leaves
H forir challenges to head the list If tho trophyI comes Eat after the match-Nnrracan- selt,I Boston Daotlcnle, Hamilton, nnd Park.I Nothing has vet been settled with regard toI ih't midwinter meeting, but It will probably bo
U ttlil on Feb. at Detroit, Tolodo, or llufTalo.

The St. l'aul Cluli. which will represent theI Wett, prefers Detroit for the trophy match.I ltd that telectlon will probably carry the ex-- I

seatlve meeting with It. It was at one tlmoI thootbt that the mldwlntor mooting would beI emitted sltoEcthcr, but President Harney saysI that would neceesltate giving to a commltteo
H note absolute power to inako arrancements for
H us next congress than has erer boon placed InI u hsads. President Harney thinks It would
H very unwise to onilt the meeting, especiallyI ea account of tto radical changes proposed
B la Us method of plnr at the next congress.
H rnivATE convention.
H Jsvsrsl correspondents hiTO asked The SirI If the system which wns explained last Sunday

U to be uied In connection with American leads,
er with the trump-showin- g leads, ana also huw
It It proposed to call through an honor turned.
The comuion-sens- o gamo looks upon all such
prlrste conrentlons as trutnp-stinwln- g leads,
calling' through honors, and showing number In
nil as utterly useless and oontrary to the true
spirit of the game, tending only to spoil It.

The use of private conrentlons In whist has
become a disease, the bacilli of which are more
numerous la some clubs than In others. It Is
very difficult to get some persons to understand

, thtt all private conventions alwblstareon a
jar with marked cards, and of use only so long
astheyare Imperfectly understood by the ad.
versaries. When the opponents can read the
secret signals as well as you can, the advantage
entirely disappears. All such systems of play
as trump-sho- Ing leads and the Howell game
jleldasllcbt percentage of advantage so long
as tbe adversaries do not understand t lie occult
meaning attached to the play of certain cards.
Once they are familiar with the grips and pass.
fords of the enemy the system Is worse than
iielex: ai least that Is the experience of nine-tent-

of the exports who hare favored Tne Slfx
nlth the results of their observations while ex-
perimenting "Ith It.

1: l not so many moons since ono of the most
fsiac.ua teatna In this country went about with
s rani on which was printed about twenty pri-
vate convcstloi.s. This iti handed to thrlr
innpecilve victims a few minutes belore play
Uifin. and whether the game was for a trophy
ur as a pleasant after-dinn- affair at a friendly
clnb, the marked cards were used, ami all the
trim and passwords of the secret organisation
arreeninlnyrd. One of the most prominent
Bitn In Brooklyn, an enthusiastic whist player.
"ho entertained this particular team at his
rluh one evenlnir, and thought more of the din-
ner ha gave them than of the game that

told a friend that when he realized what
wsignlngon, and pulled out the card that had
brrti handed to him before the play began. " he
fellas It something had craw led over him."

Ai already slated In these articles, there Is
sslyonecure for this evil: only one way to stop
UMr.clblrnt at the whist table,
iM that Is to Insist that the person using any
nrlrite system of play, or attaching to any
cards an occult meaning, shall announce orally
the Interpretation to be put upon the play at the
time It u mscle. There can then be nochsrge
tf toul flay, secret telegraphy, or undue advant-age, and It will not be necessary to lake your
partner Into an adjoining room to ask him what

.! of ho prefers. If you fol-I"-

the teaching of ' lil.t of and litet.ie queen, nine, and eight as absolute calling
i ards. ynu need not whlsuer It to your partner
Iwfore the game Wins. Just tdsy the nine, mid

r out loudi "Uad trumps, partner." Your
kdvtrtarlr will at least give ou credit for hnn-i-st-

If not for Intelligence. If a gambler wildapacx of mxr nl cards were compelled to call
rmt the denomination of each caril as he dealt Itns would prntubly cull for a square deck aftertn or two deals: If some of our convention-Ji'lrle- n

whist players were obliged to call out
ti-- e taeanlna: of their orlvate signals they would
J"on Kl sick of the whole thine, and frankly
"cocnlie It for the fraud that It 1.

THE I.NrtTATICIW OAME.
Tneresre tame forms of Invitation thatmore on ore's confidence In the psrtner's

on mo thine else. 1 here arenan) hands In which you might be very glad If
trunipa were all nut of ynur way. hut do notleel youtMlf Jus'.IUed In so playing aa to Induceyiur partner to take any chances In leading

ln fn'loln out the system outlined last
M..r plM'r ""I naturally flml many hands" seem to oiler very llttlo choice lietweena sup;flr,ni( cari, ani, a ,onit i)t lll01)U.style iiamea to "run" with the long suit.

.w,1 ." k ion could, and then siib-"- 'i',";" V'lnM"'. This may he all very
Im)1 n t;"1'"1 "'''. "hero the first conldr-lrUhMT,1"'-

Mf",k lml"1 ' to'avo the game: but
! ,.' llc"'i" ''"' ,,,rre '" "r I" ' """e. and

i!"rl "!! I" brongiit in simply by Keep
!leare.l'tl,e ili,l tU '""lnmrr skirmish has

J,!'J,IB,0.''V"n.1"1.U ,'n''' re those which
I'rouerly undersioml

souiMh n' '".'""babl-- . Hit still po.slble. that
1 b". mu'1''- - Tftke H'l" n.heartlii.irn.,1: il rj J.I). -- 10. li. B:
i n...l.il.y- - '! l.0' " ",u ror the-- absence of any

?,
si it ,',rrt "'J' '?""' "' ' "r '"'Cht show

lriim?.,i!L.r,"'?t" th". "PMry and lead tho
ni .' r??."n,.B,'l: ,r"ul(l ha '" lf It "ol '

sun! h,!.l.i'.f.lnl,Hl1"" usually ndnptnl with
l"linl;111" """ n,l,l then Had

"MsPitJ"K.."",1u A" intelligent partner

cordlni l """. '""' wl" be governed
h W" ' '"'"' ' hand was actually

oaltan,l ,'Jl "iT. I"'fnrr against Y -- .. '.
mrl whT.V rn." ,.1"' '"".nrt " rh underlined

one id'. UU'k' '"1 Ule carU uni,,!r ll u ,!,

"" TA v n

1 J I 3 s) 5 s 2
J A 4 4 2

3 0 A 2 0 7 0
4 9 0 4 0 KQ J 0
8 ,2iL v a 52 ? 4
" o 5 2.3. 7' loojcs "t5"k pa

SJL a a 7
0

10
3 8 2J. '
lo o o J c; 5

11 J 3 0 OlO (J O

" JO. 0 0 B 4
!?J ,Ai Q 0 GO K

A n.t at iLks.

tlomlaf "V"1 "!"' I'l'h.iiid on thenssiimp-- I
e trum!1. .' ' "'" '"', tJ"'"1 f,,r '"'Vhlng until

Ml eh?.B; !?. 1'1 ': ''in lie csnnot
Vir,."ier ."' '""'" them, und iiiusiiis.i!. lll'?lho. basrn runs of rrlintry. lie

sr? mli. .".,,:n,'.""' A." ""I"'1 '"iventlonallllcs
Trek Wf ,,!",u' '" hl" 'l-'- r ""

in.Vii1 M'1" W,."L ',"""1" V did not feel
Had h,i,!im " nnrt'NlayliiK thedlamonds.
second i',;J,!,!iul.'ll'aTe p"1 the king on
know, vi'. "I'1 lvl,thl 'fumps. herauso he
In club;. " I'oss'blo Irlok in dlamunds iiit
UrtoesSini lulW lmvln'-- ' confes.e.1 n enkisest.
ltlsuineirfJl'fV,l,,um,:,'r"fnlt",U'ni'
iffOM nollr, fnrAlu k,",vr .,'"1' ca" well

gall?.!
him. ' BVen Wltl1 "" Uie I"""11

h'st,Yliaal!f.,)iV.l,,y. ,,opo '";nothor trick Is
TrleVu 1n,"her trump and no spaile.

Ms'lly whai'li,,w.y.C,.nc,,for ''! bI"1 '" "
nothlne nnin 5 V was played:
1 v L'? ,ru,"I" "f" 'l out "f Hi way
hnfo? three Hi.,I.mil,ory .''''" ,,e c"n con
n i mor.ii. ,,ini,J?,u.nrt two ubs. ', has
clenrlvVr.il0 ii "I'lfli Yilnea not hod. This

vF? "iifei! r.Mir.'p.'dV0 culch bo,h

hitf , f."ui; ,rlt" ' '" siwilo suit by
Jnl.i'b'r'J.I" "!alni:' which I. prott".

Whca tht louS.iult,Amerjau.lcad-
-

sBsBsBsssssassssssssssssassifiLril'ii.i!!,, I hi,.' f

rHV2.K,fh.'i,JoM'.,,h',f? IheyBot only on.V..?ut0f ,Da,l? ull "4 succeeded In
thS 'iverpUy011 logther, Una li

" A Y D z

1 J 3 a) O s) 2s8 K a q o 5 s 4 s)

3 3 0 3 0 0 0 J Q

O s) 0 B 8 s) 7
8 9 0 A Q 2 0 70

- 1O0 4 0 K 0 O 4
7 3 A 4 428 PQ Q 0 2 0 5
0 J B 3 7

10 Q to ? QA
11 IOs) 8 O 7 K

" Qs) Q J2-
-J CO

13 As) QQ J2 41Q
A- -D wins six tricks, losing four.

X7A !"M o numbsr-showln- g

leads. teelnnluB with the Mack from the quartmaior. Those who still believe In American'..hnT PKba this lead up by beginning
with tho queen, so that there shall be no

'bo leader's holding the ace.
Trick Tho fall of the a and 3 prevent A

from guessing at the signal, so he goes on.
the Jack with the king to show six cardsIn the suit. If the adversaries have been hold-ing up the ace. the king following tho Jackmeans flyo cards only. When this Informatory

but wooden system Is used, partner has to do alot or guessing, but everything Is quite clear to
the adversaries.

Trick a-- Y underplays his suit to get his
Ptrier Ins to giro htm another ruff. Aa thecards He, .would have won tho first round In
either diamonds or clubs. II. In this Instance,
has not received the necessary encouragement
from his partner to make him put up bis king
second hand.

Talck got all that wns possible outthe ruff. proceeds to run for bis life. The fall
Jf the diamonds shows that 7. can have neither
10 nor I. so alves him a force.

Trick lively
by overtrumping U If Y could get In to lead
another diamond. With all the trumps to hearfrom, and two signals on bis left, Y Is notfinessing anything.

OUH PHOUI.EUS.
Out of eighty-fou- r attempts, only ono person

solved tho perception problem pnbllahed on
Jan. 17. J. II. Elwell of Urooklyn. Solvers were
asked to give the possible Inferences for 8 atthe end of the third trick. Here they areiThe only possible division of tho club suit Is
that A has the major tenace with tho ten, fur If
h had held either tenace with tbo ten he would
have covered. N's clubs were tbrrelore A Q 10
S. E's were K J 0 5 4 a. and W had the 8 alore,
unless ho was calling for trumns. which It Is
evident from tho first trick In spades that he
was not.

N evidently has spade Jack, for If ho has nn
more spades he must havo bad four diamonds
or tire trumps: and If ho had lit o trumps or
fourdlaraonds to nn honor, he would never havo
led aw ay from a double major tenaco suit.

The missing deuce of trumps shows that N Is
echoing with four. As V does not cover see-on- d

hand be cannot have three honors In
trumps: therefor. N and W must have two
honors eaoh, and they must be the tenacea. As
W has the queen turned, ho must hold tbo
major tenace. and N must have tho minor ten-
ace. K having no honor. This marks the trumps
In each hand as: K J 4 2 with N, A (J 8 3 with
W,andllH70 with E.

This shows that N would not lead trumps
because he had minor tenace and queen was
turned. He did not lead thedlamonds because
he had onlv three cards In the suit, and he did
not lead the supporting spade because he had
a card of reentry for his clubs, and that card
must be the diamond aco. K therefore baa nn
more spades, but holds two dlamondr. white
W has Ave spades and the remaining two dia-
monds. In the actual game. S led his king
and smallest diamond, the deuce and Jaok fall-
ing from W; the U and S from E. N Is then In
the lead, and the position of every card being
known, the end game resolves itself Into a
problem at double dummy, with hearts trumps,
N to lead.
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What la the best lino of play for N and R and
the best defence for E and W 7 The names of
those sending the best solutions will bo pub-
lished on Feb. 14.

CIXB AUTrH.
Whist Is enjoying a decided boom In New

York and Its vlolnlty this year. The New Jer-
sey Whist League Is full of business, with sev-
eral matches on band every week: the Hrooxlyn
clubs have several special tournaments, besides
their compass whist and Interclub. and In New
York there has been a revival which reminds
one of the old Cherry Diamond days. The dupli-
cate whist matches at he Knickerbocker are
steadily gaining In attendance on Tuesday
evenings, and every table at the New York
Whist Club Is nccunled every afternoon. The
Indies are not behind, either In New York or
Urooklyn, and all their whist clubs aro getting
new members every week, and seem as well
able to manage their tournaments as the men.

Whist player uenorally are rejoicing to see
that whist Is at last on a substantial footlnc In
New York city. When the Whist Club moves Into
Its own house nt 1 1 West Thirty-sixt- h street, this
citv will be able to boast one of the finest clubs In
the world devoted exclusively to whist. Krom
a membershlti of forty less than n year ago,
with onlv a rented room In a hotel, this club
has steadily gained In membership until It has
now nearly 100 names on Its books. Including
all the experts In the city, and many of tho
finest players In Haltlmoro, Philadelphia, Ilos-to-

Providence. Urooklyn, and Washington.
The prosperity of the club has been largely due
to the efforts of the management to encour-
age those who follow whist as an Intel-
lectual amusement, nnd to whom a stake Is a
secondary consideration, or even objectionable.
Experience has shown that tho most successful
clubs are those In which everything Is done to
stimulate competition among the members by
means of compass whist matches. In whlcn the
record of earn player is preserved, the names
of those keeping near the top being posted nn
tilts bulletin hoard, and prizes being offered for
tho high scores. The varying nbllltles of the
players are adjusted by means of handicaps,
and the rivalry Is sometimes very keen. Ihe
New York Club will bnvo special rooms for
dupllcalo and compass whist In Its new quar-
ters, nnd everything will be done to encourago
the young and promising players,

The return match between llrooklyn and Now
Jersey was nlayed last week, fifty-tw- o players
on ench side. Jersey Is too much for Urooklyn
when It comes to largo numbers, and won the
match by eleven tricks In twonty-sl- x bands.
High score for New Jersey was mads by Ilruck
anil Dunbar of the Hlileewood Club. Pour
pairs tied for high score for llrooklyn: Elwell
nnd Ollhooley. Henlus and Stevenson, Harrow
and Hailey. Tucker and Evnns.

'the Women's Whist Club of llrooklyn baa
decided to remain at the Germnnlu Club on
Kchermerhorn street, and to meet every Wed-
nesday morning at 10 o'clock. Members are
coming. In fast, and the club Is already on a very
substantial basis. At the last meeting Mrs.
Ilaker and Mrs, Allen made high score E and
W: Mrs. Hreckenrldge and Mrs. Ten Eyck N
nnd -. Several ladles have written to TllR Kun
asking If It Is necessary to know American
leads before Joining this club. It Is not
necessary. All one has to do Is to play
whist according to one's own theory of the
game, whatever that may be. If It Is a
good theory, the result Is a high snore, and no
questions asked. The hlerophant and the
heretic of tbo whist world aro about equally
represented, and the club has a welcome for
both. There Is some talk of the organization
nf another club "on the heights," which will be
devoted exclusively to the study and practice of
private conventions and similar braln.savlng
devices. When It gets going a match batween
the two will be In order, and may the best play-
ers win, regardless of system.

The TuUdn Ike finds fault with Till Sen for
quoting the scores made at the llrooklyn Whist
Club as an argument In favor of tbo common-sens- e

game, and points out that the bsst scores
in Philadelphia are all made by
Milton Work beading tho list. Last year Mr.
Work used the scores at the Urooklyn Whist
Club as an argument against common. sense
whist, forgetting that there were then no commo-

n-sense players In the llrooklyn club. There
none In Philadelphia yet. It Is a sleepy old

Iare and does not adopt modern methods until
peoplo bare been uslnir them tor years.
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MOTHERS AND MOTHERS.

xtiBi attSEX xo cosstnnn jtouxa
foit xiij! vitn.intus.

re. Va Klsvver, Not ss Mother, Osss ne
lb Onset of Mr. Oldhanit, it Mother by
Adoption, and Eneonntera Mrs, Wise
isere. Who tVaa Uothar, but Isa'l.

It was tbo day of the raothors' meeting. Mrs.
Oldhand, tho new member, had asked and 're-
ceived permission to bring her friend, Mrs. Van
Klevver of New York, Mrs. Oldhand, as a can-
didate for the Presidency of the Stato Federa-
tion of Women's Clubs, commanded considera-
tion. Also, tho President of the Mothers' Club
thrilled with pride at the thought of officiating
bo fore a woman from New York. Pride was
one of tho things which she often denounced at
the mothers' meetings.

Mrs. Oldhand was rather a unique figure
among the other members of tho club, Sho had
been admitted on peculiar grounds. She wasn't
a regular mother; In fact, sho wasn't a mother
at all. Sho was only a sort of a prospoctlvo
mother by adoption. In ordor to further her
chances of obtaining the State Presidency, Mrs.
Oldhand hnd signified her Intention of succes-
sively sampling some orphans from a "homo
whluh was conducted by club women of tho
State. This was the little schemo which bad
brought Mrs. Oldhand among tho mothers.

As sho and Mrs. Van Klevver drew on their
gloves before tho flro thoro was a thoughtful ex-

pression on Mrs. Oldhand's face.
"I'll tell you what I think I'll do." sho said.

" I think I'll go by the book store on our way to
tho meeting and buy a few books for children.
Don't you think It would make a good Impres-
sion nt tho clubT Sort of look as If I had seri-
ous Ideas on tho matter, don't you know ?"

Mrs. Van Klevver agreed that It was n good
plan, so she and Mrs. Oldhand went by tho book
store on their way. There was a goodly at-
tendance at tho club. With one or two excep-
tions, maternity was evidently no Joke to the
members. They had an air of responsibility
and of solemnity. The meeting was opened
with prayer, quite a good deal of prayer. In tho
course of the recapitulation, which passed for a
prayer, but was really an announcement for tbo
benefit of Mrs. Oldhand and Mrs. Van Klevver,
tho lady stated that they had often told the
Lord how deeply they felt the responsibility of
the sacred duties of motherhood, and that tho
object of the club was such n worthy one that It
was hardly necessary to ask Ills blessing on It,
Nevertheless, she did ask It as a matter of form
and a convenient way of winding up her prayer.
For a while it looked as If tho petition had be-

come unmanageable and wouldn't let Itself be
ended; but, with the Assistance of the blessing.
It was brought to a close amid a general mur-
mur, which professed to bo an amen, but was
really relief.

As soon as tho prayer had been conquered,
tbo President announced as the subject for
discussion: "What Shall Wo Head to Our
Children?" Mrs.Oldhaud and Mrs. Van Klovver
gave each other a satlsfled glance. Mrs. Old-ban- d

ostontatlously spread out her purchasos
on the chair next to her. As she did so a lady
rose to read a Dapcr. tfbo was a thin and
weazened woman. Her bonnet was heary with
Jet, and her shoos wero so square toed that they
sloped backward to her heels, giving )ou n
queer imprcsnlon that they were fastened by thu
wrong end to ber bony ankles. The subject of
her taper was: "The Demoralizing Fairy Tale."

It was a fine paper. Tho multiplication table
Isn't any moro accurate than that paper was.
Fairy tales aro not true. Thereforo they are
lies. It Is wicked to lie. Thereroru It Is wicked
to read fairy tales to children. Nothing could
bo plainer. Santa Ctaus dors not exist. To
say that ho comes down tbo chimney on Christ-
mas eve Is to deceive. Deception must be
discouraged In children. Is It discouraging
deception to set an example by repeating fables
In which thero Is no trutn ? " What will tho
guilty mother say when she looks into tho
accusing eyes of her child and hears the voice
of the young Jndge declaring his arralgnmontof
her for the violation of truth ? What, I say, wilt
she reply when he sternly demands tbo vindi-
cation of her honor? the proof of her Integrity?
Away, once and for all, with tbeso trivial,
sentimental freaks of fancy I No more fabulous
fairy tales! Put an end to silly Santa Claual"

Mrs. Van Klevver and Mrs. Oldhand stirred
somewhat uneasily. The woman went on.

' And what excuse can any Intelligent mother
give for feeding her child's mind on such stuff
u the Mother (loose tales are made of? With
their and their hickory.
dlckory-dock- s. and their i This
Is tine food for a growing Intellect, is it not ?"

Mrs. Van Klevver leaned tonard Mrs. Old.
band and whispered In her ear;

"Does the woman expect babies In begin talk-
ing In words of four syllables Instead of da-d- a

and goo-goo-

"And then." continued the woman with the
paper, "wo -- that Is tossy, less thniighttul wo-
men than, I trust, the member of this club are
sunplement Mother Oooae with snch creations
as 'Alice In Wonderland' and 'Through the
Looking Ulasa.' Imagine setting a serious,
minded child to readlug 'Jabberwocky 1' Tho
Ideals revolting."

Mrs. Van Klevver leaned toward Mrs. Old-ban- d
again.

"If that woman keeps nn much longer," sho
whispered. " I won't be responsible for the
result. I'm holding mvself down to tho chair
with both hands now I"

Luckily, the woman finished reading her pa-
per Just then. Mrs. Van Klevver gave her a look
of concentrated animosity as she sat down.
There was n stir among the members. 'Ihe
President announced a recess nf ten minutes.
Naturally, Mrs. Oldhand soon became tho cen-
tre of a group. Some one gathered upthe books
from the adjacent chair and sat down, taking
the books Into her lap. She was an uncertain,
slipshod woman. She pulled and picked at the
cords which were tied around the hooka, and
then she let them slide off linr lap two or three
tlme, and that finished it. The paper came off,
aud Mrs. Oldhand's selections lay exposed in nil
their heinous Immorality; a lying, deceiving,
senseless lot: "Allceln Wonderland," "Through
the Looking Olasa." "Mother (loose." ami two
or three volumes of fairy tales full of beautiful
princesses and ugly ogres and benetlcent go-
dmother. Mrs, Van Klevver and Mrs. Oldhand
had enjoyed a real treat In looking them over,
and had promised themselves the plensure of
reading portions of them uloiid to each other,

A guilty tlush mounted tho cheek of Mrs, Old-han- d
as tho mothers bent to pick up the scat-

tered volumes. Thev peered at the titles as
they piled the books uu In Mrs. Oldhand'n lap,
nnd several queer looks camo Into their faces,
Mrs. Van Klevver assumed her must haughty,
metropolitan expression.

"What a very Interesting person that was,"
she remarked, casually picking up one of the
volumes; "the person that read the paper."

Mrs. Van Klevver Is past mistress of tho art of
using a few unbearable words.

" I have heard of people who held such vlows."
shs went nn, and somehow a stranger would
bava thought she was speaking of a Mormon or
a Socialist. " I've often heard of them, but I've
never seen ono before. You must find her an
Interesting member, so odd and so pronounced.
Is she so eccentric In all her views ?"

The mothers hesitated. They were confused,
disconcerted, embarrassed. It was tho slipshod
woman who spnko first." You don't agree with her, then ?"

Mrs, Van Klevver oponed her eyes wide,
"Does any ono agree with her?
A young woman, with bright, Inughlng eyes,

gave Mrs. Van Klevver a look of comprehension,
"Everybody agrees with her," she declared

with affected solemnity. "None of us allows
our children to see or hear a fairy tale I"" Do you mean to say you don't ? " asked Mrs.
Van Klevver giving tho young mother an an
swerlng smile.

"Never!"
Mrs, Van Klevver looked puzzled.
"Never!" repeated the young mother. Then

she added: "My baby Is onlv six months old,"
"Oh!" said Mrs. Van Klevver. Then sho

smiled again. " Well," she remarked, " I do tho
mine nay. I have never allowed my children
to read tho smallest Mother (iooso Jingle."

It was tho young mother's turn to look
puzzled.

"Iteally?" she said." Yes." said Mrs. Van Klevver. Then sho
added " I have no chlldron."

"Oh!" raid everybody.
" Well." said tbo slipshod woman, " It's plain

enough what Mrs. Oldnand Intends to do,"
"I " stammered the new member, "I

thought I would try to give the poor little things
a good time. Isn't that the proper thing ?"

The woman who hud read the paper came up
ln time to overhear this lust remark.

"A good tlmo!" she exclaimed tragically.
"That would be a noble aim fur any one trying
to fulfil the sacred mission nf motherhood j
A good timet What can we oxpeot of children
brought up with tho Idea that truth, duly. In-

tegrity, common sense, must be sacrificed to 'agood time?'" Her tone was withering,
"Well." said Mrs. Oldhand, "not much, prob-

ably. Wo were all brought up that way, If
you are raferrlng to Mother uoosa and Santn
Claus and fairy tales, so I suppose wo know
about what to expect."

Tho slipshod woman suddenly addressed the
woman who had read tbo paper.

"Oh. Mrs. Wiseacre." she said, "I don't know
what to do with my little Harold. 'Ihe other
day ho found tho word 'damned' ln the news- -

It was tho language of some policeman,
believe, 'damned foolish,' or something of that

sort. Harold Is only Ave. you know: he's a
prodigy about reading." she explained y

to Mrs. Van Klevver. u Ho asked ma
what tho word moant, and I told him It mtant

something tike ' very:' the t the thing waa ' vary
foolish.' He seemed satisfied and went on with
his reading. The next day he climbed Into my
lap and put his arms around lay neck and then
ho said:

"'Oh, mammal I love you damned much I'"
"Now," pursued the slipshod woman easily," what ought I to havo done ?"" Explained to him the sin of swearing," said

Mrs. Wiseacre promptly.
"Well, it wasn't (so easy as you'd think. Us

asked me why ho couldn't say damned Just as
well as very, and when I said It was wicked, ho
wanted to know why."

"Ilecausa It's swearing," said Mrs. Wiseacre," Hut what makes It swearing ?"" Because It's a wicked word."
"Humph! It's wlcksd because It's swearing,

and It's swearing because It's wicked. Thatmay bo logical, but It didn't convince Harold,
He promptly reminded me that It was In tbo
Illble, and altogether I cams off rather lamely."

"Almost as lamely as If you had let him read
Mother (loose Instead of the newspaper?"
asked tbo mother or tbo six. mouths. old baby.

"Almost." said the slipshod woman, with a
twinkle In her eye.

"Tell mo why." nskrd Mrs. Oldhand, "you
think the police reports nre better reading for

children than tho good old fairy
tales wo used to love?"

"It Is the true and tho rent," pompously re-
plied Mrs. Wiseacre, "against the false and tho
lomantlc"

"Or," said Mrs. Oldhand. "the ugly and the
low against the beautiful and tho elevated."

Mrs. Wiseacre was silent for n moment, nnd
before she had recovered herself the President
called them to order once moro. There was a
business meeting on hand, and Mrs. Oldhand
and Mrs. Van Klevver slipped out very soon.
They were silent for a while. Then they looked
nt each other nnd laughed.

"I'm so glad yon're In that club," said Mrs.
Van Klevver at last.

"Miss Sarcasm I"
"No, I'm In earnest. If ever n club needed

you that one does! My heart would ache for
tho children of those women If I didn't think
that somo of them laid aside their theories nt
theclossof tho meeting and becamo just what
thev ought to be, real, mothers!
God bless 'em I"

Another silence nta few minutes. Then: '" How many children has Mrs. Wiseacre ?"'
" Well, she did have three."" Why do yon eny did'?"" Well, the Inst one died a few months ago."

noniXRHS cnv.sor.'.s ihi.axd.
It Vfnn Tobntcn, Near Trinidad, nd Not

tfiian t'ernandea.
A Into despatch In tho newspapers throughout

tho country refers to a reported slnkltigot Juan
Fernandez and to this Island aa the fabled homo
of Itoblnson Crusoe. A later despatch saj a that
theOoverument of Chill has decided hereafter
to call Juan Fernandex Crusoe's Island.

It takes but a moment to show that Juan Fer-
nandez Is not Crusoo's Island, 'I he story Defoe
first published In 1710 tells Just where Crusoo's
Island lies. Tho hero was on his way from
Hrazll to Oulana whan the hurricane wrecked
hint and cast him una lonely coast. It was near
the mouth of the Orinoco.

"The master made an observation as well as
he could," said Crusoe, " and found that be was
In about 11' north latitude, but that ho was
i: of longitude further west from Capo St.
Augustine; so that he found he was upon the
coast of Uttlana, on the north part of Hrazll, be.
yond the river Amazon, toward that of tho
river Orinoco, commonly called tbo Oreat
Hirer, and began to consult with mo what
course he should lane, for the ship was leaky
and very much disabled, and he was going
directly back to the coast of Hrazll, I was
positively against that: and looking over the
charts of the sracoast of America with him, wo
concluded there was no Inhabited country for
us lo have recourse to till we came within the
circle nf the Caribhce Islands, and we there-
fore resolved to stand away tor Harbadnes."

Again, say Dofoe, towards the end of tho
tele In reference to the tide about hl Island:
"I afterward understood It was occasioned by
thu grrnt drnuaht and reflux of the mighty river
Orinoco, in the mouth of which river, as I found
afterwards, our island lay, and that this Island,
which I perceived to be west and northwest. wns
tho great Island Trinidad, on tho north point of
the mouth of the river. I asked Friday a thou-ran- d

questions about the country, the inhabi-
tants, the sea, the coast, and what nations were
near. He told me all be knew with thegreatest ooenness Imaginable. I asked him
the names of the several nations of his
sort of people, but could get no other
name than Carlbs. I easily understood that
these were the Carlbbees, which our maps pines
on the part of America which reaches from the
mouth of the Orinoco to Oulana, nnd onward to
St. Martha."

This disposes of the fiction that Juan Fernan-
dez, on the other side of fouth Atuerlon, Is
Itoblnson Crusoe's Island. Crnsoo's Island Is In
reality Tobago, the moreaoulhcrlyof the Wind-
ward group of Hrltlsh West Indian islands. It
Is twenty miles northeast from Trinidad, and is
twenty-si- x miles long and seven and one-ha- lf

at Its greatest breadth. To-da- y It has a capital,
Scarborough, with nearly 2.000 Inhabitants.

Tobago Is not wanting in n legend of n ensta-wa-

an original of Itoblnson Crusoe, for In the"History of Tobagn." br Chief .lustier Wood,
cock, we And nn account of a solitary Freiieo-na- n

who sail ho had lived there alone twenty-on- o

year.
Twiimen have at different tlmesllved foryenrs

OUlli- - uloiicou the Island of Juan Fernundt-z- . off
I he coast of t'hlll. One was an Indian who was
left there In ltlhl. and rescued In 1DH4. whose
adventures the buccaneer. Cant, llsmpler, de-
scribes In his "New Voyage Hound the World."
The other was the celebrated Alexander Selkirk,
who waa found by Caut. Woodes Hogcra, and by
him taken from the island Hi 1709. after a solitary
life of four years nnd four months. After Se-
lkirk's nrrlval In London he was much written
about und talked nf. Ills experiences Inspired
Cow uu r when ho wrote his beautiful verses bo- -
ginning "Inm monarch of all I survey." De-
foe's ltoolnsoii Crusoe enjoyed adventures that
bear a striking resemblsnce to both the Indian'
and Scotchman's experiences as detailed by
their rescuers. With Selkirk Crusoe has been
especially Identified, aud a late wrlterof the life
of Defoo even relate tho legend of a visit of tho
true-bor- Englishman to Selkirk at Hath

1'rktty lo.Mssoati! rroiiic.
Tbnt of the Keepers Alona

the Florida Keys,
l obi tit t tortitn nines- f filon.

Moro ship's bones Ho upon tho outer reef
girdling the keys of South Florida than per-
haps upon any other shoals, excepting Hat-tera- s,

In this country. Capt. Tbomns S. Eolls,
agent of the Lloyds in this city, has a record
of shipwrecks on the cons; of Florida for ninny
years, and the acgregato of losses foots up sur-
prisingly high In the millions ot dollars.

Tho strait of Florida has long been nn ocean
highway for steamers and sailing shins bound
from foreign and domestic! ports tc Now Or-

leans, Central, and South Amrrlcn. In fact,
the outlet of tht-- gnat Oulf of Mexico, sur-
rounded by rich and fertile countries, has been
this narrow strait between tho kevs nnd
Cuba, through which tho Oulf Stream posses.
Consequently. It Is not surprising that ln this
narrow strait, the cauldron whero the West
Indian hurricanes generate, with its concealed
reels of cruel coral, thousands of vessels havo
ended tholr careers, and moro lhn'lhousatids
of men have lost their lives. Fes sailors
pass through the strait now without bring re-
minded of tho liravo men nnd the bravo shins
whose skeletons whiten the sands lienentb tho
surfneo of tho limpid green "Mora, aud somo
of them, as tl ey watch tho storm loud lly
ncross tin moon and listen to the moan of tho
reef buov mingling with the crenklng of tho
sinrs of tho ship, perhaps have good ground to
believe that this place Is haunted by demons
of the deep und tho souls of dead comrades.

It Is no wonder that tho Inhabitants of tho
keys, the "Concha," have grown rich In wreck-
ing. In these latter duys, however, there aro
fewer wrecks In tho strait than thero wero some
years ago, for I'urlri Sum 1ms markod the con-
tour of tlie, danoerous hidden reef with a tine
system of lighthouses, each with a light of
separata and distinct chanvter, o that the
farlner may know how to shape his course In
the blackest nnd stormiest of nights.

The Job of llslithnuru keener Is aliout tho
loneliest way of making u living In tho cata.
loxuo of occupations. Tho mental strain has
proven so great In several Instances that tho
keeper grow melancholy to such a degree that
he ended It by bloivlng out his brains. Tho
system Is now so nrrnrged that tho sudden
darkening or nn linpurlnnt reef lamp by a sui-
cide's bullet Is not probable, for two kocbers
aro stationed In each light for company's sake
us well as'.to guard against sickness.

These two keepers of the koy lights for two
months on a stretch seldom bco any faces ex-
cept their own and converse wltli nobody

eucli nthnr, Tho lighthouses are, on an
uve'nge, twenty miles from land, aud ships
pass from leu to tvvet.ty miles away. Tho
lighthouses are built of four great Iron s,

founded deep In the coral und tnwerluz
toward each other. Platforms of steel bind
the plllnrs together, sleeping and slorago
rooms are constructed and the lamp arntvus
all. Tho place Is not perilous, but In a storm
must bo what tho colored folks call "lone-
some" to an uncanny degree.

After two months ot service tbo keeper has
a month ashore to spend with his family or
how he pleases. Tbo families of the reef
ltghtkoeoers are not allowed In the houses.
They aro looked upon is a distraction thatmight causa the keupor to neglect bis duty.

Most ot the keepers have aeveloped Into om-
nivorous readers. Some of them, however,
have pursued a steady purpose, and one we
have ln mind prepared himself for admlttanco
to tho bar, and has since boco.no ono ot Key
West's most eminent lawyers. Ho hat a
dramatic manner tf expression, and learned
It, so 'tis said, by "noratln" to the winds and
tho ernes, ana bis single com. anion.
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GOLD DUST FROM THE SKIES

ax oi.n Misr.ii's Tttnonx Aa xo
uxi; of ua auvJioisa.

Ite ClWes tils Reasons for Itellsvlasc Thai
IMneer Gold C'nsnea lo the Earth as lit.
teorls Iliiat-llo- Tr Nascstels Are Made,

Jrom Ihe Stallle
At a meeting held Thursday night of the

Seattle Mining Bureau a paper was read by
Peter Ij. Trout, a mining man of large experi-
ence, which contains some novel theories con-
cerning the origin of tho placer mtnei In Brit-
ish Columbia and Alaska. It Is, of course, the
general bollof that where the flaky gold Is found
In the bods of creeks. there must of necessity bs
quarts further back, from which the little nug-
gets aud flakes wero worn and washed away.
Mr. Trout says he has another theory, and It
comas from rlpo experience. Iho gold comes
ffm tho skies. Mr. Trout's paper follows:

"At our last meeting Iconsonted to read a
paper on my experiences In Alaska, but did
not Intend to give any detailed ncoount of what
happened to mo ln that country, and wore It
not that I fnuni gold under very peculiar and
extraordinary circumstances I would not have
thought thero was anything In It worth tell-
ing, as with this singular exception there is
nothing In tho trio to which I can look back
with any degree of satisfaction or pleasure.

"Among the properties that gold possesses,
ono. It scorns. Is Oat of being Just' where It
ought not to be, and ln many tases being In
pUcos where reason, common icnse nnd scion-tlfl- a

research havo dr:lared that It Is Impossi-
ble for It to be. s.nd on the other hand, where
reason, common tense, and achnllAo re
search havo declared that It Is, Is very likely to
prove to bo tho place where It Is net.

"So often have I seen In my own experience,
exnmples of this condition of thlngr that I
hnvo long sines believed; that all that Is writ-
ten about where gold mar,' be found nnd where
It may not bo found Is not worth the Dapirnn
which It has been written, ns my own experi-
ence hat furnished excoptlons to every state-
ment that I havener read on the subject. Of
all thnChns been written or said In regard to
gold there Is nothing more universally be-

lieved than that placer gold, or tho gold found
In creeks, comes out of quartr. veins. In all
my experience, I have not seen anything In
print that even casts the shadow of a doubt
on the truth of this theory, for theory Is as
good a name ns It deserves,
"During tbo last tec years I have olways main-

tained that tho placer cold In Hrltlsh Columbia
did not como oat of quartz volns, or. If any,
only a very small portion of It. Whenever I
made any statement of this sort 1 was at once
rsked, it it did not come out of quartz veins,
where did It come from? To which I have of
ten very bluntly replied, 'How do you suppose
I know?' I have learned to think this from
dear experience. I have soon a creek rich In
gold, and have spent time and money looking
for quartr. that the gold In the creek must have
come from. In every Instance It waa time andmoney wasted, and still worse. In one Instance
vben I was to go on one ot these fool

errands an opportunity wns missed that would
have made mo somo thousands of dollars richer.
Hat all the time uhd 3ioney that 1 have Inst
looking for quartz veins that supplied the gold
to the creeks is nothing computed with what
others have lost. 1 know of fjrtunes and lives
that havo been wasted In this vnln earch.
Others who might have been wealthy havogone down to their graves In tho deepest pov-
erty becauso they wasted their time and missed
heir opportunities w Idle looking for the quartz

velr.s that they supposed supplied tho gold to
tho creeks.

"Now. for many years I have flrmlv
that gold found In tho creeks of Hrltlsh Co-
lumbia did not come from quartz veins, butduring my trip to Alaska during the last sum
er lny views on this matter received a remark-
able; confirmation, as I found gold under

that any ono will nay could not
possibly have come from quartz veins, unless
they were up In the skv, and I believe that If
1 can show that there Is even a possible way In
which the gold In Hrltlsh Columbia came into
the creeks without coming from quartz veins I
shall be doing the mining community a vtry
great service. This I propose to do. aud have
committed some of them to miinucrlpt. which
1 will take great pleasure In reading to you.

'"Thoso of you who have sec Prof. Wln-chell- 'a

goo.oirlcal maps will havo noticed that
In his map of this continent during the Euzola
period a great ocean rolled over what Is now
these Pacltlc States, and the only land above
water was a part of California nnd a few long
Islands that stretched northward where the
Pacini) coast now Is. And ln another map of
tbo country nt the lieglnnlngnt the carbonif-
erous age those Ion.-- .slandx stretched much
further to the ninth and nearly lnclned a vast
bod) nf wiitrrthnt he called thu Cordlllaran
Ocean, which covered tho country between
what Is now the hum und the Hooky Moun-
tains. This ramre of mctintalns that at that
time stretched along the coast stilt exists,though In .oiiie places they nave sunken be-
neath the occuri level and now altoril us shel-
tered passago between hero and Juneau. They
tint aptiear far out In the north Pacltlc Oeean
In what Is culled the Aleutian or Fox Islands,
nnd disappear again at the font hern polut of
the peninsula or Lower California.

"These innus may bo tolerably correct andtbey may nut. but eunuch Is known to make
It certain that at one tlmo a great tody of suit
water covered the country between the Cas-
cade nnd the Kooky .Mountains. A sllll latermap shows the Cascade Mountains to hnve
risen mid the great Cordtllernn ocean to bo
only reurestnted by omo large bodies of salt
water that In detached ladles covered thegreater pnrt of the State of I'tah. and thegreater parts nf eastern Ore.'ou and eastern
vv nshlngton. Tne lart romnan. nf the mighty
k'onllllernn ocean Is now drying up In tho State,
of I'tnh and Is i ailed tho Oreat Salt Lake, and
It seems to me perfectly reasonable to Infer
that the samo fato that has befallen the sea
thnt Jnto covered tbn greater part of the state
of L'tnh has also been tho fate or that stilllarger sea that onco covered the eastern parts
ot tho Stntes of Oregon and Washington.

Wo havo learned from cunnw.ent auihorl.t that a ton of sea water, or little more tha a a
cubic yard, contains about a grain of gold.
Tho next questlot. now In order Is, what be-
came of all the gold that the sex water con-
tained utter tho sea had been dried uu? 1)11
It evaporate Into the nir. or did It settle on
the bottom? If It did not evaporate Into the
air, It must still be nhore tbat.ocean has dried
up, as gold la one of the simples nnd prn;tlcully
Indestructible, nnd tbn form most likely In
which It would bo found Is those almost micro-scotil-

thin, scaly particles such as are found
on the Snnke and Columbia rlveri. nnd, in
fact, everywhere over eastern Oregon and the
Hlg lletul .'onii ry. .tuothor fuel of great
slgnlllciiiice In this connection lr that gnhl
possesses tho property of being welded when
It Is cold. Nosr wr know that e cannot weld
two pieces of Iron r unless they aro
mado Intensely hot. nnd while in this condi-
tion pounded together. Hold pos-css- tha
same properly without being heated, lis uny
ono who has had his teeth filled ran witness.

"All thnt Is necessary to do In order .o
make nuggets nut of Snako Klvor gold Is to
take a great number of thoso line, scaly parti-
cles and pound them together. Another fact
of great slgnl'lMnco Is that nuggets are set
dom found anywhere exco?t In beds of creeks
or whero creeks havo n' somo time beon. nnd
theaj creeks nre almost Invariably on the sides
of hills or mountains, or where this pounding
process must Imvo lienn going on for counties
nces.and uoucrally on pitching ted-roc- k among
rocks, lioiililcrr, and lnrge-rlre- d gravels,

"I, with two companions, left Juneau about
the mlddln of lust Mny In a dory with about
three months' provisions. Nothing of unusual
Interest occurred or wns seen until vvn reached
Tarlur Hay, which Is the last or msny hays
that wo passed lefnm we reached tho Pncllla
Ocean. Our destination was l.ltuya Hay.
which Is on tho Pacific Ocean nnd ubout yiiO
miles nbovo Juneau. It had been known for
somo years that there wero ruby sands on tho
beach that wero very rich In gold, and as sand
Is known to bo pulvorired roo'. It was Inferred
that there must bo rock of extraordinary rich-
ness In tho neighborhood. As far ns finding
.his rocK was concerned, the expedition proved
to be ns great a fool's errand ns 1 evi.r under
took. T.iylcr Hay Is about the sire und shape of
Elliott Hay, and to glvo an Idea of n reseiub-luiii'-

between t le two sou would havo to
Elliott llav with no Seattle on Its shores

nor vvhl to human being within a hundred
inllos of It In any direction, nnd betwron whero
we urn now and West Seattle n wall of lc
snvcrnl hundred feet In height and Beaching
buck to .Mount llaluler. This would give you
somo Idea of the Hrudy ubulcr. The Hrudy Is a
dead glucler. A live glacier Is ghastly enough
to look nt, but a dead ono Is much moro so,
and nature. It .teems, out oflcompnssloii, or
tor somo other reason, lias spread a black veil
as a pall aver Its otherwise corpse-lik- e race.
What this black veil consisted of I ufterarard
learned under very peculiar utrcumstances.

"We prospected the ruby sands, which were
plentiful In Its neighborhood, nnd found gold,
but nut suinelciit to inaKo ,lt profitable. Wo
then went nut nn the ocean, end after several
days reached I.ltnia Hay, A day or two after
wo landed I atari! for a burn mountain six
or seven miles dlstunt. Thu first two or three
miles of this trip were anions small lakes that
seemed to cover nbout two-thlrd-a of the ooun-tr- v.

After the lnkes were passed I ascended
a thickly womted bench several hundred feet In
height. On my way I notlond a small coex of
muddy water running down. Anxious to find
out what kind of bed rock wns In tbo bottom
of tho creek, I struck In my prospecting pick,
and to my surprise I found that It wis not rock
at all, but Ice, I then cleared the mo is and
stones off the tides of tho bank and uncov-
ered a mass of the purest lco that I over saw.
It was Just like looking down Into a clear lake
too deen for tho bottom to bo seen.

"I then went on to tho foot of the mountain,.
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but about a quarter of a tulle from tha base of
tha msuntaln I rams to a oreolploa about TOO
feet la height. Uelow was a muddy lake with
trees lying In every Imaginable shape, soma
with t.lelr roots up nnd soveral hanging fron
tho top of the precipice by their roots, with
their tops down, I soon discovered that the
precipice was all Ice nnd extended for several
miles along the bnie of the mountain, 1 spent
altogether about three weeks prospecting along
a range of foothills that lie about half wav
between the main range and tha ocean. These
foothills are two or threo thousand feet high,
and between them and the mnln range Is a gla-
cier tereral mt'es In width. I thoroughly

the rock that those foothills were made
of, but found nothing of any value In tbn wny
of mineral. I examined the creeks, bill could
not nnd tho slightest Indication of gold. I then
examined the rocks on th Falrwcather glacier,
where specimen can bo seen of all that tho
mountains contain, but found nothing, and af-
ter 1 examined a long red ridge about seven
miles away on tbo glacier I declared that If the
problem of where the ruby sand camo from was
left to me It would remain unsolved forever.

"I gavo tl up nnd went to work washing tho
sands on th beach. After nbout two months
I determined to par Mt. Falrweather a rlslt,
which Involves a Journey of fifteen miles or
more across a glacier. Aftor I had got aliout
half way n.ros the rocks nnd stones disap-
peared and the glacier looked lll.ea great
frozen lake. That same black veil covered a
constdernhls part nf It that I had seen nn the
Hrady la;ler and on tho dead pmtof the Per-ous- e

glacier, but I notlred tbnt It was not as
black as It appeared utn distance, nnd that It
consisted principally of ruby sand, oxactly
like what 1 had seen nn the beach. With
some difficulty I gathered up about a quart nf
It nnd wnihed It In the gold pan. and there I
found nbout twenty colors, exactly like those
found nn tho beach.

"The problem was now solved. I bad found
where tho rubv sand camo from and how It
bad found Its way to the ocrnn Iieach, I wns
so far bnck on tha glacier that I .'on Id look

the foothills and coull seo that the levol
of (ho glacier behind them vvos not far from
thrlr tops, nnd It, was certain that, not vary
long before, the glacier extended over the foot-
hills and down to the ocean. This would con-
stitute nn Inclined plane nbout lorty miles
long and right miles wide, or aliout ,'100 sotinre
miles ot an Inclined plane ot Ice. mid all tho
ruby sand and gold that It contained wnnld
1nd Its way to n moraine along t' n bench,
whero the glacier was melted away by the sea
water. This gold certainly never camo rrom
quartz veins, as It waa found In meteoric dust,
and heaven la the only pluce that 1 can think
ot that It could come from, or tho ethereal hlun
vault t.bove us, or wherever meteoric dust
comes from."

rtstttxa tx thk vnttr.EX r.AKvs.
How lbs Plans- - Oarae Is Captured with

I.lss or Hprsr,
Irom Ihe CMeaga turorj.

Hfl.nzitT, Mich., Jan. IW.-T- he winter fish-
ing season has begun, and the lco In tlu north-
ern part of .Lake Michigan Is dotted hero and
there with tbo huts of the fishermen. One of
the most successful of those who inveigle tho
trout from his home beneath, the Straits of
Ma.'Mnac Is Del Avery of 8L Ignacc. Through-
out the si ason of navigation Mr. Avery la a

diver, but whon tho lee "makei" nnd
ho can no longer carry on his amphibious occu-
pation takes his spear or his hook and line
and goes In quest of the Mackinac trout, alios
great lake trout, alias lake ralmon, altar
namaycusb, alias lunge, alias other thlngr.

This finny game has almost as many names
as a noted criminal, and Is sometimes about as
difficult to catch. Many a fisherman will tell
you that a certain knack Is rrq.lred In catch-
ing him-- a knack that Mr. Avery seems to
have mattered to perfection. Perhaps In the
course; of. his submarine labors be has mads
the acqualntanci of the fish and learned all
tbelr secrets, tho kind of bait that Is most at-
tractive to thm. and tho surest wny of

them Into thinking that a Ltmcrlck
hook Is easily digestible.

Another man who Is rot so lucky tells boa-b-

once fished nil day nnd caught nothing,
while Mr. Averr. at another hole In the Ice
unly a short distance away, pulled out fish
after llsh. Toward tho close or the afternoon
Avery went home, having caught all thnt he
wanted, and tho other man moved over to
Avery's place and began operations there, but
with no belter success.

In a shny tlmo a third fisherman came up.
dropped his book Into the unused hole, and In

I a few minutes pulled out n twrnty-seven-pou-

trout. It Is llalmrnian's luck. One man makes
a big catch and another gets tioibtjg. Just
how mu: . Is skill and ho' much Is due to good
or bad rortune it would be difficult to say.

The methods of taking the tlsh vary with thodepth of the water and other conditions. 0111
nets are used to somo extent, but the greater
rart ot the catch Is taken with hook nnd line or
.vlth tho spear. Tha spear can bo used only In
comparatively shoal water, perhaps ten or (If.
teen reel or lesj ln depth. It consists of a light

' but strong pole, sometimes ten or twelvs fret
ln length, bearing on one end a sort nf font
with from thrco to six sharp tines, each tlno' barbed like the point of a .Ishhook. A light
cord Is often fastened to I: by which It can I

drawn back ln case the tlshercian loses his hold
or It In his cagcruoss to secure the tlsh. An-
other polo Is sometimes fastened Into the Icela,le the fishing hole, the lower tr.d, whlcn
bears n Urge honk, being within n short

of the bottom of the li.kc. The fisher-
man rests his spear on tbo hook until n tlsh
comes within striking distance, when he makes
a qulc-- - thrust, and tho fish Is Impaled on thosharp prongs and drawn up through the holo In
tbo Ice.

In order to distinguish objects beneath tho
water tho eves must ho protected In some way
from the da) light. The Indians used to do
this by setting up hoops nn tbo Ice nnd spread-
ing n blanket over them somewhat after the
fashion of the canvas top of a uraltle schooner.
Under this rude shelter the Indian snt or lay-I-

pattlnl darkness nnd. looking down through
the hole which he had chopped in the Ice,
could bee the tlsh moving about In the clear
water beneath him almost as plainly ns If lie
were merely looking th rough a window.

Jf Into years little huts of boards or or tar
paper have takon the place of thr hoops and
blankets. They are so small and light that
when the lco begins to weaken In the spring
or wbeu the fisherman wishes to move to nn
other location he puts his hous on a large
sled and hauls 11 away. A tiny stove Is usu-
ally placed In each house, for somo kind cf
heating nposrstus is almost a ntvos-l- ti when
one Is obllird to sit still for hours together.
Sometimes the Interior nf the little hut, not
much larger than a dry goods box, li comes so
warm thai outer garments nre uncomfortable
nnd the fisherman sheds his roar nnd nrrnve
hl.uself In tho dignity ot'ils shirt sleeves.

It Is a monotonous occupation. Inordinary
angllsg one may nt least look about him, but
bete mere Is nothing to do but stare down
through a holo In the Ice and listen to tho oc-
casional reports as tho Ice fields shrink nnd
crnek In the Intense cold or expand under thu
Influence of n brlgh.. ninny day. Every hour
or two there Is a loud, rumbling sound ns the
ferry steamer Ste. Marie goes br, earning a
train of cars across the straits. Now nnd then
n dark, slender form enmos Into view as a
trout appears, swimming along tne bottom,
with his fins waving larlly and his tall mov-
ing slowly from side to side. Perhaps he
sneers off in pursuit ot some smaller fish, of
wnlch he Intends to mako n meal, or perhaps
ho comes nearer ati.l nearer, until, with a sud-
den thrust of the apexr. he Is Impaled, ami in
another moment lies on the Ice, squirming,
wriggling, nnd threatening to plunge Into the
water again. A sharp blow on the spine, lust
ba:k nf tbo head, puts him hors de combat.

Ho Is not as gamy nets his cousin, the brook
trout, nor quite as fine to look upon, but he Is
n handsome tlsh for all that, with his darkgray baok, mottled sides, und whlto belly.
His scales, like those of all the trout, aro so
small as to be almost Invisible. The mouth Is
largo, the tocth aro iiumorous and very sharp,
and he Is a terror to all the smaller try. His
flesh lr hardly ei;unl In flavor to that of a while-flai- l

Just out of the water, but It retains Its
froshnoss longer, nnd bv the time that the two
have travelled several hundred miles, parked
In Ice. the trout l likely to lie the better tlsh.

It - n rather curious fsct that while the
liver of a whltetlsh It one of thr most delirious
of tidbits, thnt of a trout l iRilsonous. Prob-
ably It Is due to the different food consumed
bv the two llsh. fur tbo trout Is carnivorous,
while the whlleflsli seeks a vegetarian diet,
varied with tho little slugs that live upon the
bottom. The trout of the great lakes some,
times grow to an Inimenio sire, and rprel-men- s

havo been Taken that a'elgtied seventy-fiv- e

pounds or oven more.
Hook and line Othlng Is carried on Indtener

water than Is spearing, the lines used bclnz
sometimes lcHI feet In length, Hravy sink-
ers nre generally employ eil and sulllclent line
Is run out to lower the hook to within a few
foot of the bottom, where it Is kept moving
slowly up nnd down, Salt iork Is often used
for bait, and some fishermen smear ll with
asafcetlda or anise nil,

Huts aro not nlways required for hook and
lino fishing, l'horo It less need of wntrhlng
the tlsh than In snearlng, and It would, of
entires, lw Impossible to ee them nt a denth
of fifteen or twenty fathoms, even If uu wished
to do so. As soon us tho tlsh has taken tho
hook tl.e fisherman hauls him In as fan as
possible, sometimes riiunlne backward away
ftom the hul" In order to druw in the Hue
moro rapidly, for the laku trout makes llttlo
roslstance as long as a steady null In kept uu,
but It any slack Is given bo nmv show- - tlsiit.
and the fisherman never knows till tho llsh
Is landed how largo and strong he mus be.

The fisherman on the lco has some odd experi-
ences at times. Ono of tho most exasporntlng
was that of a man whoso hut took tiro whltn
ho was moving It on a sled to a now location.
Tho Jolting over the rough l:n ptobably upsot
the stove, and as tha tlibermsn was facing tho
other way and drawing tho sled behind him.
tho blaze was well started before he noticed
It. Then ho could not get any water. The
Straits of Mncktnao lay beneath him, sepa-
rated from the tiro by not more than two feet,
but ho mbzbtas well have beon ln the Desert
of Sahara for all tho good (hat did him. There
was nothing for htm to do but stand still and
see his lhanty so up In smoke,

"I ' 'In- I, 'I'mlas..
sassxsjsxsaijssia m - .

FORT POINT'S CROW ROOST. . I M9a irnon niivni: xnotrnAxna or i , fH
SAIlLli lltllllS I.OIKIi: MdllTLT. J! 'fl

Trees Ovrrwslahlrd wllh Crows A ItnBha w ajrl Itushetrnl Killed at Mlaale rlhot 3 '. &BI
Wisdom, Cmieiiaes, nod Mrnslde '1'rlns ft t, nasi
or the C.'rnws Menrecrotvs Out of Hale. v J iasssl

Nonwtcn, Jan, .10. In a thick wood on K
the narrow river promontory nt Fort Point. ffA Jlthreo miles below this city, thoro Is n wonder- - !! !9
ful roost uf crows, probably tho second largest Vt vjjlHJ
of the kind In southern N'eiv England, The "'L" 11llttlo orcst Is unbroken bv clearings, and JjL sf
thero nre nn human habitations In Its neigh- - y't 'H
borhood, to tho multttudo of big black birds Jt fHthat roost there nlghily possess the land In 'ifi H
peace and security. It Is In a rather wild re- - f Ij sj
gtnn. seldom visited except hr n strolling jj! ''SIsportsman, or boys out nulling, and about tha 1ti 'jJBB
only sounds that ever Interrupt Its wlldwood Ml BI
quiet nre tho random calls of rtror fishermen. 3! tfUparsing In their boats, nnd tha cawing din of j
tho birds themselves, ,iy Laaal

A llttlo while before nightfall every day. alt tha ij Sbt3
crows nf eastern Connecticut, seemingly, to- - ', ) ' W-j-

gother with n few Interlopers from tho frontier
of Rhode Island, begin to gnUier there, trooping , ?) JrHS
across the 'darkening sky, far aloft. In flocks V "J mH
or Ions files, and with hero nnd 'thoro'a soil- - fi'l WHm
tary, belated straggler, striving to make up 2 J ''fisrjl
lost time, lumbering on heavily. Hofore pro- - i fcll
reeding to roost tbo steadily massing pbn- - i 7 itriH
lanxcs of Incoming, obon-hue- d lodgers cavort $1 JlaniH
wildly for n tmo nbovo tha treetops, wheeling ft - fSsll
aimlessly In great concentric paths, plunging. I 1
diving. In crlss-crnss'- slantlnx dips, soaring i j wl
nnd hovering, filling tho country with their ' j irjfll
din and clamor. Put lefore tho steeled gloom J 'Itffljl
of nlcht lias enshrouded the forest all the ;.,, V'jsfl
mlzhty nrmy has finally settled down Into Its ''IsiYH
treetops, loading the Iwuo-L- s so heavily that V 'iijM
tho whole mass of foliage hcsvrs at times In 't ir,tfJ
concert with singular undulations, like the res, in 4'ipfl
and a profound sllenco ensues. Hut at Irregu th $
lar Intervals nil night the bush of the sombre ,j (Jain
woodland Is broken lis tho nolo of a drowsy ', liivjM
bird, suddenly awakened. 1 Vufll

The rlrcrstdo people of Ihq region nre so ia ''iiSH
used to this custom nf the crows that they ,J wH
think llttlo of ll. for tho Tort Point wood has L Jfilfl
been a roosting plnco of the birds for years. ,j MaSl
It Is rarely that any enc approaches t.r molests I 'OPM
them In thrlr crrenword dormltorv, Occa- - i MWfl
slonnlty a country boy cr hunter. Impelled by i 'tMSfl
curiosity. Invades their haunt In the day- - mM
time. According to tbo reports of random 1 .jSLflfl
vls.tors. tho birds have wrought curious hnvoo vj JBrfw
In the llttlo wood. The trees tLero ere main-- i

' 'Mjlfl
ly of onk. chestnut, and maple, with scattered j JjjSrlM
birches, butternuts, and a few evergreens. i gHB
These. In part, they have literally wrenched j JifffsB
limb from limb, through almost Incessantly i

'
j kXrootling nn them, and In some quarters wholo 'Uflafl

groups of trees have leon blasted orlklllcd 1 EStisfl
outr.ght by them. Tho crass aud weeds and ' - tKsH
wood fl wers have been destroyed, and tha 'i raKI
unCerhruah, which, ns a rule, thrives rankly j S'Ufl
and lustily In New England woodlands, has ,' as)H
shared a similar fate. Tho floor of tho forest '

CJ
Is thickly coated with guano, nad so, also, ara 'Xrtaaai'tbo heavy brim lies of the trees. 4W3M

It Is believed that the number of crows that tHnightly frequent the Fort Point wood amotfnt 'tyfffiH
to mnny tbousands, since every tree ln the tii o awtl
acres of woodland thero Is as richly hung with t 'jnSsxsfl
dozing birds is a gesursus Christmas tree with i ItTSH
toys and knick-knack- Sometimes a curious ,' Vlsl
visitor 'o the nelghliorhood or a city youth, on jmtfafl
mischief bent. Invades the crn-.v- loo't at f iTH
night. Just to stir up the dreaming tenants '(!?fB
and listen to thl- - resentful protests. Not t W tJJM
long nso Charles Story of this city paid thorn f ii!a nocturnal call. Iho forest was as dark as f 'JfalrB
midnight: the only sounds that disturbed Ita I. ?Sffl
stillness was the nionotcnous night In- - f rf&uS--H

sects and the occasional smothered swoop of R
a laden tree bough. The presence of an un- - R
seen. Innumerable roosting caravan Just abova ' Ti'aB
bis head Impressed blm. Groping his way bo- - ( c'v'B
neath t'.ie sable plumo of a giant tree, solid I 1TiBseemingly as jet, ho halted a moment. Tha if flllwood slept on. with an occasional y ji KMclucklna or murmuring, that waa blended In i MYjiaH
a mnrmht with the soughing nf the night f JlimfM
breezo from the river, buddeuly he clapped f LsvSjisbbI
his double-barrelle- d shotgun to his shoulder , JjBiNTslaxl
and fired a heuvv charge directly Into the trr U i
crown. The next Instant It seemed to him xa ,
If nil the dis-nr- d nnd jarring tnrmrll and
tumult of a plunet hd been concentrated with- - k JPU'Bln the confines or that narrow plantation and k fstfilrslpad teen let lono nt a signal. f ,W?i.xaxal

For several minutes the tops or the dark r 3f;'tVfaH
vcmkI npprnrcd to lie tilled with ril hlng. sweep. 1 VafisxsiIng. plunging, feathered bodies, nnd lis mass V
of foliage was tossed and shaken ns lf by a itempest. Ills ears were deafened by the alarm f VntlVsaaal
cries of the nroused nnd terrified bird:. Now i' jJiifaai
and then the din nnd uproar abated same- - f ThJSissbH
what, but It was only tc break forth afresh JN&ioxaxsi
the next Instant. Meantime. Intermittently, mtKmibI
leathered game wns steadllv falling oat uf tha ' v.Ti7!ssssi
giant tteeai the feet of Charles JMory. JKisbbH

"I picked up a I ushel basketful of dead j U??&iaH
ciow-- s from that one shot." said ho subie- - V ti"i,sasB
qnently. 1 hen he came nwuy rrom the roost. j 3rr(xaxH

Crown nre curious birds. It Is generally ad- - l iVivi-'aBBB-

mlttrd by hunters that they nre ns crafty A 9l3''aHand wary and wily as foxes. They aro jex- - "S J'.'rV.IJHtremely hunt and enduring, but unused aa i AR sbbbbI
tliei nre to hardship, hunger, and privation. I 7,fZ.xaxH
they by nil means prefer n mild, or, at least, '..'5 aaal
temperate, climate nnd n rich region to abide V 'ir'silHIn. If practicable. It Is not by choice or nat- - CsbbHurnl selection that thev Inierlt the picking fc I'ijVizB
nf nbaiidoncsl mules and worn-ou- t nags In tha iirMbarren fields, vr eke out n living trom flotsam 27aHcast up by the ocean waves: tender. Juicy J .rvftsHpullets nnd granaries of rich Indian corn ara h
far more to their liking. Tl.ey nre wonderful f i'CJVt'aMPhilosophers, though, making the best of V "l''UJhHthings in nil times. Connecticut Is n famous if c'vallHwlui. r resort nt the crows of alt New England. J Pc''?l sxaxH
they do not approve of the heavy suusrs of H W'lj'xaxaxl
tl.e North, which hnrv their natural lnrder 1 fi'.tMown the liny state Is too snowr for them, and " Sr'.T.'AsaBBBsl
so, late In the fall, aliout nil the Vunkre crowa A ,mVHcome trnotilng down hero to winter In ?, Vi!'!Mthe Nutmeg ?Iate. Tho fields a'ebaro of (j W.fMsnow here most nf iho season, nnd. In nn emer-- U V.?i''Mrencv, when famine finches, they nil go down a I vtsX'Bto the seashore clamming. It's nn odd freak. (-- l'VjWaBB

As often us twice a week, nt times, they go k OtMslalfl
to the shore nnd feast on tho olfal thrown by f Ivriii xaxaxsl
the tides and surf nn the beach. They wada W i&pSsbbbbsI
about like ihmicuIus there, with mincing I' sbbsbbI
steps, picking ass s:ufT to plecs-- s gingerly and t Vf KfijB
devnnrlnir It greedily, darkening the whola . V'
strand with their black forms. Krom middle v;YKhxaxaxsl
Connecticut to the cna't It l only ubout twon- - . ('rlCsasssl

e niilrs. and wllh their awlrt (light they 9 M.It f xaxaB
easily cover tho distance In Inlf an hour. They ' ("r'.'f HMtravc1 lwth ways with the wind, flying to loft-- l , Ij'BIII" that tlnv can see tho oeenu fifty miles- - ' 'Of-li-
away, nnd teem to bo mere black dots slid- - I , ritaiHIng over the blue, vault of heaven. All day V '', ,t ',y Jxaxaxai
the whole sky Is dotted with them, so that v !V?,;xaxaxal
their regular, monotonous, unceasing advent Ti BaH
suggests tho Idea of rockets shot forth from - v' ."I.sbbbbbb!
an Inexhaustible hidden mine beneath tha , traltHnorthern horizon. Aftiraday or two passed v 'VvrasH
In revelling ami prinking on tho beach hav- - "'1
Ing grown sleek and glossy, fat nud rauoy iv'.ysxaxaxsi
they Just lenn aboard a favoring southern 'j3 sHbreee. while the dawn Is still reddening tha t ftU'sttfleastern sky, nnd coma scurrying nortli again. , , !lf pffHSo well understood la this seashore going pran- - tjrj 4assH
tiro of the Nutmeg crows that country pec-- I .1?' ftaxaxalplo not Infrequently remark upon noting at ("V'-txt-

sunrise endless battalions of them "jHwheeling sjuthwnrd; "Hello' join' to have V PV)Ti H
somo weather, I guort. I see the :rows aro off i'Jsv'I.sxbxsI
cliimmln' again." .

llesldes their enormous habitual night roosts. r 2w ''asasssi
irnwaiilso have strurigo, unaccountable, casual r '(, v!,t;H

dav caucuses In tr.ialn :?mote wild country '. 'JsbbbbbI
pasture lots or woodlands. l J 'sbbbbbbI

If n tinrtnw, wnllrd-ln- , cleared, , l! 13 Hlure near a wood, with a tall tree or t to in tha fi'l--U Hmiddle of It for thrlr crafty, vigilant sentries, w '--r jHthey often rongregtu on a windy day In J.ji i Hspring or just before n storm. In such multl- - ,'l.slaxaxsl
tildes that thu greenwood Is falrlv ipeckled ' V " J'sbbbbbbI
with or hidden br thorn. Here thev whooD i &1 iflund rnw- - und cncklu nnd carry on so, all , Jf, 'Hgabbling at once, hopplna about with self U irsV.tHImportance, ami rnlvt such n universal racket Vi .. Ji 1kand din thnt even n nopnerntln national con- - y, .(, 'viLHvcnlloii, debating universal politics, in n half- - A'V'Skway fair competition with them would bo rlUs-iJa-

forced to adjourn nine die and leave the field '
v tprecipitately. Somo observers surmise that 'JJ-'- r

crows are tbo politicians of the feathered 1 ' fi uNibIH
world. In the Yankee bill towns It Is an old-- I ' - jsssssssj
tlmo mnxlm thativ caucus nf this kind loan i .,'r,J;!al
Infallible forerunner nf a great wind storm. V fiHHCrows Bimctliies live tn be very old. Ilka v Cssxaxal
parrots, nnd In a fow raru Instances, rural ob-- f 1 v Sslservers of natural history ave-r-

, havo been I ','irHknown to tnlk. On the other hand, other ob- - I - csjHservers afllriu, they were never known to do " '', risasBsB
anything else. No one questions, how-ove- i i ) tsxaxti
tint thev am born thieves, nimble and orafty J V ft? lHnnu Inderntlguhlo ones nt that. Neither Is It ll '
,u be doubted that thev oie tbo most susulolous I. rVaxaxaxsl
and wariest creature of tho Hilda and forests. ' ' V'lfalalaH
Lines of baro twins or a few pieces of glitter- - ,T. A H
Ing, twirling tin, atretchtd nbout an exposed u, J ' iHcorn Held, are ample safeguard against dopreda- - b um tAf, M
tlous from the most gifted and daro-dsv- H p H
crow, who, on the other bund, would not heal- - ,

tate an Instant from parching himself on the , f 11 Axaxaxaxl
shoulder of the handsomest and most llfe-uk- s tixaxaxaxaxl
scarecrow, with stovepipe hat and a pipe, that ,i i , V.'l'llHwas ever fabricated. Why it Is, no ono seems , ( rUJsaxaxaxal
to know: but such ! n crow. Honco It Is that t, t. HIiVHshrewd Vaukco husbandmen havo ceased to " 'riflaBBBBBBBsl
eroct anv more scarecrows for orows to scorn '''rfAfnslaxaxaxal
and flaunt and raw-- at; especially slnoe It was i I'tl bbbbbbsbbI
discovered not long aao that the orows rather ; 4! j?vf) Hprefer scarecrows they are so bandy ln sresy- - tiiWJjHloss Heidi v post tbelr sentinels o ,. r i&t' jl) jH
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